FCE Writing Quiz

1. How many pieces of writing must a candidate complete in the exam?


2. What are the different text types that candidates may write?


3. How many words long (from x - y words) must each piece be?


4. How many Criteria are used to mark a piece of writing?


*For bonus points, what are they called?*


5. Which are the most important difficult criteria for candidates to score well on?














from: Assessing writing for Cambridge English Qualifications: A guide for teachers (Cambridge English).
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In your English class you have been talking about the environment. Write an essay using the notes and give reasons for your point of view.
Every country in the world has problems with pollution and damage to the environment.
Do you think these problems can be solved?

Write about:

1. transport
2. rivers and seas
3. ………………………… (your own idea)


Well, I think that my country has problems with pollution to environment like all other countries. This problem is normal for Malaysia. We have big problems with transport because there are too much cars in our country. And because of that we have problems with atmospeer, air in my city and in all Malaysia is really dirty and sometimes I can’t make a sigh because it smells around me and of course around that cars on the road. I’ve heard about tradition of one country. They don’t go anywhere by car one day a month or a year, they just use bycicle or their feet. I think it could be very good if we had a tradition like that.
So, what about the rivers and the seas? Yeah, there are some really good and clean rivers and seas where you can go, but there are not many of them. Once I saw the river in my city, it was about two years ago but I stil remember that in some places it was not blue, it was green or purple I didn’t really understand because it had different colours.
I dunno what should we do. Maybe we should just open our eyes and look what we did. But Malaysian people don’t care about the world around them many people care only about themselves an that’s all.
So, the best idea is look around and try to do something good for our planet and for us and for children.
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“There are more reasons to learn a foreign language than fo pass a test”

Everything aFound Us revolves around language(s), i is the most important thing in our lives. Society
would just not function without it. Fhey-are If is our future and | would personaly love to learn as
many as | possibly can.

Not everything in life is done because it s necessary. Learning a new language can be a lot of
fun, Many people only do it as a hoby, or their knowledge is something that brings them pride and
pleasure.

Secondly, we have people who do it simply o challenge themselves. Truly | believe that having a great
outcome that stems from your hard work and dedication fo learn something new is a wonderfol way

o challenge prove your ability fo yourself and others. Then there is travelling. I is Very important.
to'be able fo understand and have a conversation with someone abroad, unless you would like o get
lost or worse.

o conclude, | think that learning a new language is an amazing thing no watter why you doit. If is
ahuays better to do things out of enjoyment, but even if you do it for a test, that knowledge will
ahaays be useful.

Comments on Communicative Achievement:

The conventions of the essay genre have been used effectively to hold the target readers attention.
and complex ideas have been communicated: Everything around us; Not everything in

lfe is done because itis necessary; unless you would like to get lost or worse;  think that learning a new

language is an amazing thing no matter why you do .

Band:5
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Organisation

‘What does this mean?

—

Easy to understand because the ideas and sentences
are well connected.

Textis well organised and coherent,
using a variety of cohesive devices

Organisational patterns are ways of connecting
sentences which help the reader understand the
‘writer'sintended meaning and flow of ideas. This
includes things like starting @ new paragraph with o
direct question to the reader, arranging sentences in
‘an order which leads from simpler to more exciting
ideas, etc.

5 | and organisational patterns to
generolly good effect. ¢
Textis generally well organised and
3 | coherent,using a variety of linking e——|

words and cohesive devices.

Linking words show an explicit connection between
ideas and sentences, such as for example, because,
finally and so on.

Text is connected and coherent,
1 usingbasic linking words and a

limited number of cohesive devices. o |

Linking words are just one type of cohesive device.
Other cohesive devices include words and phrases
that connect ideas and words within a text, such as
pronouns (she, theirs, etc), substitution (the lost one,
this, etc), relative clauses (.. which is why . and
soon.
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HiJo, It is good to receive news from you! | bet you are swimming like a fish. Do you remember when we
were kids and we made a few races in Angelina’s pool?

lunderstand why you are trying to persuade them but remember that they want your best. If | were you
firstly | would try to talk with your swimming coach and ask him about the possibilities of training another
day. Then if the answer would have been negative | will probably try to do the same with yours future math
teacher. | am sure that everyone knows the importance of practising sports while studying.

So they will find a solution. If everything gees-der’t doesn't happen as you and | expect ensure that your
parents don't get mad with your decision. They are giving their best! Put your education in front first place.
Opportunities to swim you will have a lot during your life. Moreover, you can come to Barcelone and try to
catch me in the pool.

Good luck, Sam
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HiJo,

It is good to receive news from you! | bet you are swimming like a fish. Do you remember when we
were kids and we made 3 few races in Angelina’s pool?

I understand why you are trying to persuade them bt remember that they want your best. If |
were you fiistly | would try to talk with your swimming coach and ask him about the possibilities of
training another day. Then if the answer would have been negative | will probably try to do the same.
with yours future math teacher. | am sure that everyone knows the importance of practising sports
while studying. S8 they will find a solution.

If everything goes dont doesn't happen as you and | expect ensure that your parents don't get mad
with your decision. They are giving their best! Put your education in front first place. Opportunities
+o swim you will have a lot during your life. Moreover, you can come to Barcelone and fry fo catch me
in the pool.

Good luck,

Sam

Comments on Organisation:

The text is generally well organised and coherent, using a variety of linking words and cohesive devices:
talk with your swimming coach and ask him; Then; the answer; do the same; So; Moreover.

Band: 3
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When Susie’s family arrived at the hotel, they were surprised to see hundreds of photographers waiting
outside. They had no idea what was going on. Everyone acted like crazy. It wasn't a famous hotel. The only
thing less famous than the hotel itself are the clients of this hotel. So why would any photographer and or
journalist be interested in this place? Because they already had a reservation, they entered the hotel.
Everything seemed normal, until they went on a dinner. They hadn‘t had a proper meal the whole day, so a
restaurant in the hotel was what they were had been looking forward to. After they recieved their meal,
their happiness disappeared. It was disgusting, the steaks they ordered were dry like a shoe. Before they
managed to chew those steaks, the a celebrity showed up. It was Gordon Ramsay, a famous chef. He was
had been shooting his series "Hotel Hell” here. He asked everyone to leave. Unusual request, but not from
him. That was it, he closed the kitchen. Everyone knew what that meant ... and regreted every bite.




image12.png
When Susie’s family arrived at the hotel, they were surprised to see hundreds of photographers
waiting outside. They had no idea what was going on. Everyone acted like crazy. It wasn't a famous
hotel. The only thing less famous than the hotel itself are the clients of this hotel. So why would any
photographer and or journalist be interested in this place?

Because they already had a reservation, they entered the hotel, Everything seemed normal, until they
went on a dinner. They hadn’t had a proper meal the whole day, so a restaurant in the hotel was what
they were had been looking forward to.

After they recieved their meal, their happiness disappeared. It was disgusting, the steaks they
ordered were dry like a shoe, Before they managed to chew those steaks, the a celebrity showed up.
It was Gordon Rawsay, a famous chef. He was had been shooting his series “Hotel Hell” here. He asked
everyone to leave, Unusual request, but not from him. That was it, he closed the kitchen. Everyone
knew what that meant ... and regreted every bite.
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‘Comments on Organisation:

Arange of vocabulary, including _ is used appropriately: the clients; had a reservation;
a proper meal; looking forward to; disgusting; to chew; a celebrity; showed up; a famous chef; shooting
his series; regreted every bite.

Arange of simple and complex grammatical forms is used with _ They had no idea

... The only thing less famous than the hotel itself; why would ... be interested; was what they had been

looking forward to; He had been shooting his series.

There are a few errors, which do not impede communication.

Band: 5
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How many tasks are
there?

How many marks are
there?

‘What do candidates
have to do?

One. The candidate must answer
this task.

20 (maximum)

Write an essay of 140190 words.
They must give their opinion
about the essay title, use the
two ideas given and add an idea
of their own. They should give:
reasons for their opinion.

Three. The candidate must
choose one task to answer.

20 (maximum)

‘Write 140-190 words.

Depending on the question,
students will have to advise,
compare, describe, evaluate,
explain, express opinions, justify
and/or recommend something.
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Content

‘Communicative
‘Achievement

Organisation

Language

v

The candidate answered the task. They have done what they were asked
todo.

The candidate did not include everything they were asked to. They have
written something irrelevant.

The writing is appropriate for the task. The candidate used a style which
is appropriate for the specific communicative context.

They have written in @ way that is not suitable - for example, using a very
formal style in an email to a friend or ending an article with ‘Love'.

The writing is put together well. It is logical and ordered.

v Itis difficult for the reader to follow. It uses elements of organisation

v

which are not appropriate for the genre, like beginning an email with a
title or starting every sentence in an article on a new line instead of using

paragraphs.
There is a good range of vocabulary and grammar. They are used
accurately.

There are mistakes that could make the text difficult or confusing for the
reader. Some mistakes are unproblematic. Whether the reader is still able
to understand the text is considered.
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‘What does this mean?

—

Uses the conventions of the.
communicative task effectively
1o hold the target reader’s

These include genre, format, register and function. For
example, a personal letter should not look like a formal
report, and an email to a teacher would probably be

more formal and polite than an email to a close friend!

attention and communicate

straightforward and complex |
ideas, as appropriate.

Complex ideas are abstract rather than
straightforward ideas, or cover a wider subject area,
which means the candidate must have more linguistic
resources to bring together and express these ideas.

Usesthe conventions of the
communicative task to hold
the target readers attention e————|
‘and communicate straightforward

This is @ good thing! It means the reader is interested,
not distracted, and it not difficult for the reader to
understand the text.

ideas.

Uses the conventions of the
communicative task in generally
appropriate ways to communicate

straightforward ideas.

Straightforward ideas are usually concrete, limited in
subject and are communicated with relatively simple
style, words and grammar.

— ]
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» Markthis essay on ONLY the Communicative Achievement criteria
“There are more reasons to learn a foreign language than to pass a test”

Everything around us revolves around language(s), it is the most important thing in our lives. Society would just not
function without it. Fhey-are It is our future and I would personaly love to learn as many as | possibly can.

Not everything in life is done because it is necessary. Learning a new language can be a lot of fun. Many people only do
itas a hoby, or their knowledge is something that brings them pride and pleasure.

Secondly, we have people who do it simply to challenge themselves. Truly | believe that having a great outcome that
stems from your hard work and dedication to learn something new is a wonderful way to ehallerge prove your ability
to yourself and others. Then there is travelling. It is very important to be able to understand and have a conversation

with someone abroad, unless you would like to get lost or worse. To conclude, I think that learning a new language is
an amazing thing no matter why you do it. It is always better to do things out of enjoyment, but even if you do it fora
test, that knowledge will always be useful.




